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the largest being Prussia with a population of
about 39 millions. Each State has a legislative
body called the Landtag, which has the right to
legislate in internal matters so long as such
legislation conforms to the Federal Constitution.
As in the days of monarchy, Prussia is still the
most influential State. The Republic has two
legislative bodies, the Reichstag and the Reichsrat,
composed, respectively, of the representatives of
the people and those of the States. The Reich-
stag is the more important of the two bodies, the
main function of the Reichsrat, or the upper house,
being to safeguard the interests of the various
States. The head of the Executive is the Presi-
dent, who is elected for 7 years and is eligible for
re-election. There is also a Cabinet of Ministers
led by the Chancellor, who is responsible to the
Reichstag.
BRIEF  HISTORICAL SKETCH OF THE
PROGRESS OF EDUCATION IN GERMANY
TILL THE REVOLUTION OF 1918.
It has beea truly said that no country in the
world has devoted more thought to education in
all its branches and varied aspects than Germany.
Germany was the first country to recognise and
enforce the principle of compulsory primary edu-
cation, and, consequently, die attained universal
literacy earlier than any other nation in the world.
Though small beginnings in popular education had
been made in some of the minor German States '